
“I	want	the	activity	in	the	center	to	motivate	individuals	for	the	purpose	of	pursuing	peace	all	
over	the	world”	once	said	a	man	named	Leon	Charney.	Peace	is	the	thing	we	all	seek	for	but	
do	not	have	the	motivation	or	even	courage	to	make	it	come	true.		
	
I	broke	the	conventional	chains	of	my	thoughts,	decisions,	and	will	power	3	years	ago.	My	15-
year	old	self	left	his	family	to	study	in	a	Jewish	country,	which	is	commonly	seen	by	Turks	as	
the	place	of	the	ones	worshiping	Moloch;	a	Canaanite	deity	of	child	sacrifice.	During	the	breaks	
when	 I	 came	 back	 to	 Turkey,	 I	 was	 subjected	 to	 absurd	 questions:	 “Have	 you	 become	 a	
Zionist?”,	“Did	Israelis	brainwash	you	to	spy	for	them?”.	However,	they	had	no	idea	that	the	
place	that	is	subjected	to	harsh	criticism	by	Turks	has	become	my	second	home	where	I	was	
surrounded	by	over	200	kinds	from	over	40	nations.	Those	kids	had	enough	potential	to	fight	
against	those	prejudices,	and	a	talent	of	mediation	to	solve	conflicts	between	humans,	and	in	
the	future,	between	nations.	Behind	all	those	amazing	kids,	there	has	been	a	true	supporter	
of	peace,	Leon	Charney	Resolution	Center.		
	
Inside	of	my	dormitory	building,	 there	 is	a	 room	for	Leon	Charney	Resolution	Center.	This	
room	is	small	by	its	size,	but	extremely	huge	by	its	motivation,	support,	and	opportunities	it	
provides	us,	the	international	community.		
	
I	remember	the	first	time	that	I	initiated	and	co-led	a	project.	It	was	a	social	entrepreneurship	
and	social	activism	project	called	The	Life	Jacket	Project.	One night, I was laying down in the 
middle of a field near the school with my friend. While we were talking about our past 
experiences, she got to know that I had never initiated a project. Suddenly, she suggested me to 
lead a project with her focusing on the refugee crisis. After we brainstormed to frame the event, 
with our fresh excitement, we just ran to the house of the founder of our school, Eastern 
Mediterranean International School, in the middle of the night, hoping to get some help. Leon 
Charney Resolution Center was our true supporter who gave us a helping hand. The Center 
took our young and fresh energy and turned into a peace initiative. The event was a fundraising 
campaign for the Syrian refugee camps in Jordan. We were inspired by a temporary art 
installation by Ai Weiwei. The event aimed to bring awareness towards the Syrian refugee crisis 
by putting ourselves, even for a day, in position of refugees in need of life jackets for their 
survival. We wanted other schools, workplaces, programs and organizations to be involved by 
redoing the event. For this purpose, Leon Charney Resolution Center provided us everything 
we needed both financially and emotionally. The event was recorded by Charney Center’s 
camera crew and uploaded on Charney Center’s social media channels to reach a wider 
audience.  
 
Through this project, I explored the satisfaction and euphoria in helping others, I discovered 
the power of many, I realized that if we work enough, we can make what is inside of our heads 
come true. Since the day the Charney Center gave me the courage to co-led this project, I have 
been organizing and being involved in community services and social responsibility projects 
with the motivation that by raising our voices, people can make a difference for a better 
tomorrow through collaboration and organization. And, this was the moment when I truly 
acknowledged and adopted Charney Center’s mission and vision. Both the center and its 
international students have been speaking the same peace language.  
 
Now, I am standing in front of you as the licensee and the curator of this amazing TEDx event 
as another step of my journey of social entrepreneurship for peace that started when I met with 



Charney Center in Israel. This path still continues today thanks to the support of the same 
intellectual and highly motivated people from Charney Center.   
 
Thank you Mr.Leon Charney, esteemed philanthropist and Middle East negotiator, for all your 
hard work and dedication for first seeking and then making peace. Thank you for the amazing 
opportunities you provided for all the international kids like me having the potential to 
contribute to the process of peace making. Sadly, you cannot be with us physically today, but 
you have always been with us emotionally and spiritually. Rest in peace!  
 
Thank you Ms.Tzili Charney, who accelerated the development of the Leon Charney 
Resolution Center, an innovative place dedicated to Mr.Leon Charney, providing trainings for 
negotiation and mediation all around the world. Thank you for still being in touch with EMIS 
graduates and still supporting us throughout our journeys. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you all for coming here today. For the next few hours, we are 
going to speak the unspoken, and break the taboos, and prejudices to learn, to initiate, to 
contribute to the society. So,now,	please remain in your seats, and enjoy TEDxGolbasi event 
brought you by the Leon Charney Center. 	


